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SEARCH STRATEGIES 
Database Epub Ahead of Print, In-Process & Other Non-Indexed 

Citations, Ovid MEDLINE(R) Daily and Ovid MEDLINE(R) 
<1946 to Present> 

Date 26/01/2017 

Date covered 1946 to present 

Search 
strategy 

# Searches Results 

1 Economics/  29857 

2 Costs and Cost Analysis/  48889 

3 Value of Life/ec [Economics]  256 

4 pharmacoeconomi*.ti,ab,kw.  3610 

5 (economic adj1 evaluati*).ti,ab,kw. 10032 

6 budget*.ti,ab,kw.  25565 

7 cost-effectiveness.ti,ab,kw.  51989 

8 cost-utility.ti,ab,kw.  3882 

9 cost-mini*.ti,ab,kw.  1375 

10 cost-benefit*.ti,ab,kw.  10543 

11 letter.pt.  1017545 

12 editorial.pt.  462611 

13 historical article.pt.  515354 

14 Animals/  6809447 

15 or/1-10  167141 

16 or/11-14  8639677 

17 15 not 16  152135 

18 Printing, Three-Dimensional/  1215 

19 ((3D or 3-dimension* or three-dimension*) adj1 
print*).ti,ab,kw. 

2671 

20 
(3D or 3-dimension* or three-dimension*).ti,ab,kw. 
and Printing/ 

204 

21 
((3D or 3-dimension* or three-dimension*) adj1 
model*).ti,ab,kw. 

11789 

22 
((3D or 3-dimension* or three-dimension*) and 
(surgical adj1 simulat*)).ti,ab,kw. 

400 

23 (3D adj3 implan*).ti,ab,kw. 377 

24 (custom-made adj5 reconstruct*).ti,ab,kw.  115 

25 stereolithography.ti,ab,kw.  633 

26 reverse engineering.ti,ab,kw.  1156 

27 patient-specific implant*.ti,ab,kw.  151 

28 rapid prototyp*.ti,ab,kw.  2080 

29 or/18-28  18565 

30 17 and 29  50 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Database Econlit <1886 to December 2016> 

Date 26/01/2017 

Date covered 1886 to present 
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Search 
strategy 

# Searches Results 

1 [Economics/]  0 

2 ["Costs and Cost Analysis"/]  0 

3 ["Value of Life"/ec [Economics]]  0 

4 pharmacoeconomi*.ti,ab,kw.  244 

5 (economic adj1 evaluati*).ti,ab,kw. 1266 

6 budget*.ti,ab,kw.  20594 

7 cost-effectiveness.ti,ab,kw.  2303 

8 cost-utility.ti,ab,kw.  169 

9 cost-mini*.ti,ab,kw.  787 

10 cost-benefit*.ti,ab,kw.  3024 

11 letter.pt.  0 

12 editorial.pt.  0 

13 historical article.pt.  0 

14 [Animals/]  0 

15 or/1-10  27644 

16 or/11-14  0 

17 15 not 16  27644 

18 [Printing, Three-Dimensional/]  0 

19 ((3D or 3-dimension* or three-dimension*) adj1 
print*).ti,ab,kw. 

10 

20 
[(3D or 3-dimension* or three-dimension*).ti,ab,kw. 
and Printing/] 

0 

21 
((3D or 3-dimension* or three-dimension*) adj1 
model*).ti,ab,kw. 

48 

22 
((3D or 3-dimension* or three-dimension*) and 
(surgical adj1 simulat*)).ti,ab,kw. 

0 

23 (3D adj3 implan*).ti,ab,kw. 0 

24 (custom-made adj5 reconstruct*).ti,ab,kw. 0 

25 stereolithography.ti,ab,kw.  0 

26 reverse engineering.ti,ab,kw.  71 

27 patient-specific implant*.ti,ab,kw.  0 

28 rapid prototyp*.ti,ab,kw.  7 

29 or/18-28  135 

30 17 and 29  3 

 

Database Embase 

Date 26/01/2017 

Date covered No restriction 

Search 
strategy 

# Searches Results 

#1 'cost benefit analysis'/exp 72220 

#3 'cost effectiveness analysis'/exp 120532 

#4 'cost utility analysis'/exp 7275 

#5 'cost consequence analysis'/exp 13 

#6 'cost minimization analysis'/exp 2915 

#7 'cost control'/exp 57551 

#8 'cost of illness'/exp 16150 

#9 'economic evaluation'/exp 250847 

#10 'pharmacoeconomics'/exp 181101 

#11 'health care cost'/exp 241115 
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#12 #1 OR #3 OR #4 OR #5 OR #6 OR #7 OR #8 OR 
#9 OR #10 OR #11 

526559 

#13 #12 AND ([editorial]/lim OR [letter]/lim OR 
[note]/lim) 

88407 

#14 #12 NOT #13 438152 

#15 'three dimensional printing'/exp 1806 

#16 ((3d OR '3 dimension*' OR 'three dimension*') 
NEAR/1 print*):ti,ab 

2567 

#21 3d:ti,ab OR '3 dimension*':ti,ab OR 'three 
dimension*':ti,ab AND 'printing'/exp 

845 

#22 ((3d OR '3-dimension*' OR 'three-dimension*') 
NEAR/1 model*):ti,ab 

12173 

#23 3d:ti,ab OR '3-dimension*':ti,ab OR 'three-
dimension*':ti,ab AND (surgical NEAR/1 
simulat*):ti,ab 

455 

#24 (3d NEAR/3 implan*):ti,ab 453 

#25 ('custom made' NEAR/5 reconstruct*):ti,ab 134 

#26 stereolithography:ti,ab 560 

#28 (reverse NEAR/1 engineering):ti,ab 1012 

#29 ('patient specific' NEAR/1 implant*):ti,ab 151 

#30 ('rapid' NEAR/1 prototyp*):ti,ab 2013 

#31 #15 OR #16 OR #21 OR #22 OR #23 OR #24 OR 
#25 OR #26 OR #28 OR #29 OR #30 

18751 

#32 #31 AND ([editorial]/lim OR [letter]/lim OR 
[note]/lim) 

242 

#33 #31 NOT #32 18509 

#34 #14 AND #33 167 

 

Database CRD HTA and CRD NHS EED 

Date 26/01/2017 

Date covered No restriction 

Search 
strategy 

# Searches Results 

1 MeSH DESCRIPTOR Printing, Three-Dimensional 
EXPLODE ALL TREES 

0 

2 ((3D or 3-dimension* or three-dimension*) adj1 print*) 0 

3 ((3D or 3-dimension* or three-dimension*) and 
Printing/) IN NHSEED, HTA 

0 

4 ((3D or 3-dimension* or three-dimension*) adj1 
model*) IN NHSEED, HTA 

3 

5 ((3D or 3-dimension* or three-dimension*) and 
(surgical adj1 simulat*)) IN NHSEED, HTA 

0 

6 ((3D adj3 implan*)) IN NHSEED, HTA 0 

7 ((custom-made adj5 reconstruct*)) IN NHSEED, HTA 0 

8 (stereolithography) IN NHSEED, HTA 0 

9 (reverse engineering) IN NHSEED, HTA 0 

10 (patient-specific implant*) IN NHSEED, HTA 1 

11 (rapid prototyp*) IN NHSEED, HTA 0 

12 #1 OR #2 OR #3 OR #4 OR #5 OR #6 OR #7 OR #8 
OR #9 OR #10 OR #11 

4 
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2 SELECTION PROCEDURE 
The electronic searches returned 224 citations in total (50 in Medline(OVID), 
3 in Econlit(Ovid), 167 in Embase and 4 in CRD HTA & CRD NHS EED). No 
additional publication was identified via manual search. After exclusion of 14 
duplicates, 210 unique citations were left. The flow chart of the selection 
process is presented below. 

Figure 1 – Flowchart of the economic literature review process  
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